II.

FROM THE   BATTLE OF   KOSSOVO TO  THE  LAST OF
THE BLACK PRINCES.

GEORGE BALSHA was not long allowed to remain
unmolested in his mountain retreat. While Durazzo
voluntarily surrendered to the growing power of
Venice, which had already obtained facilities for her
commerce in the Principality of the Zeta, the Prince
was compelled to buy the aid of the mighty Republic
of St. Mark against the Turks. The price was a
high one, but it was paid, for the need was great.
Venice received, in 1 394, from Balsha, his capital of
Skodra in exchange for a petty fortress and an
annual subsidy of a thousand gold ducats, the first
instance of such an annuity being paid by a foreign
state to a Montenegrin Prince. But the assistance
of the Republic was less valuable to Balsha than the
diversion created by Timour the Tartar's defeat and
capture of the Sultan Bajazet in 1402 at the battle
of Angora. For a brief space the land had rest from
the Turks, and George Balsha's son, the last of the

dynasty, who succeeded his father three years later,
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